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5 IN ee MY to our pre- 
5 ſent embodied ſtate, it. hath 
pleaſed Gop to deſcribe the 
It [ glories and felicities of the 
| unſeen world, by things that 
here we behold, and eſteem moſt excellent, 
The regions of immortality are therefore 
repreſented. to us by the kingdoms of this 
earth; and the place, where thoſe nations 
ſaved by CHRIST are to dwell. for ever, is 
compared to a City. Of this you may 
read at large in the . and ere be- 
fore us. 
Where the heavenly. city is « deſcribed in 
ſo lofty a ftyle, that all our moſt precious 


to form the out- Works and the pavements 
of it. The wall of the city ſparkles with 


1 


r A 2 a ſplen- 
a. 6 ; | 


and valuable things on earth, ſerve only . 
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a {| ks as great, 'and with as Heauti- 
fa variety, as if garniſhed With all man- 
ner of precious Rones. The gates: of it are 
white and ſhining, as the largeſt and 
brighteſt pearls; and the centinels are 
Angels. The very ſtreet of the city is 


pure gold, or ike clear and franſparent 


S 
here _ is 15 particular building erected 
for a Temple, the whole city being ſo glo- 
rious and pleaſing to Gop, that he equal- 
ly reſides in every part of it, and mani- 
feſts his majeſty and goodneſs every where. 
And there the Lats, once flain' upon 
this earth, is inveſted with a glory that 
diffuſes it ſelf through all the manſions 
of that bleſſed world. He there becomes, 
in the fulleſt ſenſe, an everlaſting ſource 
of knowledge and of joy. * 91 
To all which it is added, 2 Kü: 
of the earth do bring their plory and ho- 


- - nour into it. And i he gates of it fhall not 


be ſbut at all by day ; for there Mall" be 
no darkneſs or Nn no night there. 
And they ſhall bring the glory and honour 
of the nations into it. For this reaſon, (as 
well as there being no night) the gates 


* ways freſh company coming in: Some that 
are the flower and glory of every on, 
are continually s,, Wa 4 


But 


are never ſhut," namely, becauſe there is al- 


nf? nad Ss hes r 
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But this freedom of acceſs, will occa- 
ben unhappy or diſorderly mixtures in 
they: ſaciety above. It being ; abſolutely 

impoſſible for an thing that defileth to 
enter: Neither mall, any thing come thi. 
ther that worketh, abomination, or that 
maketh a lis. There ſhall be no. openly 
profane and. polluted. creature, nor any 
ſecretiy vile npocritical creature found 
there. But they who are written in the 


ue Wtitten down in their deſcriptiye cha- 
racters; and, according to that writing, or 
that ibook of bfe; are found to be followers 


Lamb; not they, that in appearance only, 


may--pals eee men for heirs of life 
and glory. ae 


it muſt refer to the heavenly ſtate, and not 
to any proſperous ſtate of the Church be · 
fore the coming of CHRIST. | 

The other parts of this deſcription, 
| am ſenſible, may well enough ſuit 
with the expectations which ſome good 


ing ſtate of the Church on earth. Such 


Mil, that * ne and glory of Gop 


ſhall 


LAMB's. book: of - life:: That is; They who | 


of the Lamb: They who art really con- 
formed to the Spirit, and records of the | 


This /aſ# account of the city, concerning 5 


which. our text ſpeaks, plainly. ſhews, that 


men have formed of a peaceful, and flouriſu- 


knowledge and charity may poſſibly pre- 
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ſhall not be conſined to any particulat 
temples ot parties; but men ſhall ſerve 
 Gop ſo as to be accepted by him i in every 
place. And when the Church of Chrift is 
cvery where built upon its firſt ſolid and 
catholiek foundation, of the - 4 = and 


Prophets,” Ixsus CnR1ST himſelf being the 
chief corner ſhone, then may the Kings 'of 
the earth more generally bring their glory 
into it. Then alſo, hall the doors of the 
Church be ſet open, and kept open; with: 
out any of thoſe bars and excluſive terms of 
communion that have been. deviſed to 
ſerve the temporal "intereſts and political 
views of men! And then ſhall the nations 
continually be coming into it, and ſhall bring 
* re ſpective honours and glories into it. 
Thus far accommodations may be made 
of the account of the*heavenly city, to 4 
happy-ftare of the Church here on catth. 
But I am very apprehenſive, that tho ſuch 
a ſtate of things may be conceived of as 
poſſible, yet in fact it will not be accom- 
Fiſhed, till there be new Heavens and 4 
new earth. For it is moſt reaſonable to 
conclude, that the corruptions and diſor- 


ders of the world, as it is now conſtituted, 


Will increaſe with age; as all corrupting 
and decaying things, in their own nature, 
grow worſe-and worſe, till they come to 
2 diſſolution. And this eſpecially ought 


by the CoronaTroN, Sc. 7 
to be conſidered by us, that it is ſomething 
above any catthly ſtate of the Church, ta 
be ahhſolutely free from every defilement, 
and from every hypecrifical mixture. Theſe. 
teaſons determine me to underſtand: the 
City of Gop here deſcribed, as referring to 
the heavenly perfection and felicity of the 
Church of ' Cyg1sT, when the new Jeru- 
ſalem ſhall come down from Gop-.out of 
Heaven, and He that {its upon 560 Throne, 
ſhall make al things new. 

I ſhall not therefore take any 1 | 
notice of the ſentiments of thoſe, who 
look upon the accompliſhment of this pro- 
phecy to lie in the Reman Emperors, and 
other Kings and Princes of the earth be- 
coming Cori ſtians; and who interpret the 
bringing of their glory and honour into 
the city of Gop, to be meant of bringing 
the Regalia, and all the retinue 
of Kings, into their Temples. This ſhews 
oo great a fondneſs for temporal power 
n- Wand: nichas, to ſuit the deſcriptions of pu- 
4h, and freedom from. IDs and 


dwelling in that igt and glory which 
comes from -Gop only, that are here inſiſt- 


ed dn. I hatt therefore take that ſenſe of 
this place which is more common and 
prevailing © with good people, and I verily 
delieve. is moſt uſt to the deſign of the 
Fropheric writer; That is, as leading our 
1 4 | thoughts 
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thoughts c well upon "the SOON of the 
heaven) fate . 
95 It will be more Parüchlally my Pele 
boſinsle, to ſhew how theſe words may be 
applied to the City of Gop above, That the 
Kings of the earth 4 bring ei "glory 
ant honour into it. 
In diſcourſing on which words, y we ma 
| _ enquire, 8 
# I. Who are the perſons dere meant by 
| the Kings of the cart. 
II. In what ſenſe may any of theſe be 
— to ng. their glory into the Ove 
iy. | 8 
III. HoW'we may apply. this. 70 Our 
ſelves at . 8 | 
I. Who are the perſons here meant 1 
Kings of the earth. ot 
85 | An expreſſion this, Ale Fend all 
* _-- doubt, is rerally to be underſtood. Some 
| Hof the higheſt rank and dignity ſhall be 
= found ama the nations that are ſaved 
I bo' it be ſaid in Scripture, that not man) 
W bc, not a png are FAS; ; fer it is 
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plainly ſuppoſed and implied, that ſome are „ 
called. Tho it be reckoned an impoſſibie 
thing with men, to bring thoſe who have ſet 
their hearts on worldly power and riches, 
to become true and thorough Chriſtians ; yet 

it is not impoſlible with Gop,. to change 
and exalt the mind, and to raiſc it above 

a /mful love of theſe things or truſt in 
them. He can draw a heart to himſelf, 
notwithſtanding the fulleſt and higheſt poſ- 
ſeſſion of earthly things. And ſome may 
receive very great honours and bleſſings 
here, as carneſts of everlaſting honours and 
everlaſting joys above. But indeed it com- 
monly happens quite otherwiſe; Great men 
too often catch at the great things of this 
life only, and in the poſſeſſion of them 
grow infolent toward Heaven, and tyran- 
nical to their fellow creatures. 

There are three ſorts of Kings of the 
earth, deſcribed in ſacred Hiſtory. 

t. Some make themſelves \ Kings. An 
inſtance of this you read of, in the caſe of 
Adonij ah. Adonijah he Son of Haggith ex- 
alted himſelf, ſay ing, I will be King: and 
be prepared him chariots and horſemen, and 
fifty men to run before him. (1 Kings i. 5.) 
Such pretenders commonly bring miſery 
and diſappointment on themſelves, and 
ſhame and puniſhments on their followers | 
and adherents. Some indeed may ſettle 
\ BEEF, """W them- 
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themſelves by conqueſt, . and may form 
their Government upon that foot; but vio- 
lence is no laſting tenure, nor will tyran. 
ny and bloodſhed bring any Prince's ho- 
nour into the kingdom of CHRIST. Of 
ſuch Kings, therefore, our text cannot 
ſpeak. Their ſpirit and conduct plainly 
ſhews, that they are under another head, 
and carrying on quite contrary deſigns to 
thoſe of a merciful Saviour. 

2. Some are made Kings by others, but 
in an zrregular unlawful way. 

So Abimelech was made King by the 
men of Shechem. They furniſt d bim with 
money; and with this, it is ſaid, Abime- 
lech hired. vain and hight perſons which 
followed him: And he came with them, 
and flew his brethren the ſous af Jerub. 
baal, threeſcore and ten men. Then all 
the men of Shechem gathered together, and 
made him King. (Judges ix. 4, 53.) But 
his wickedneſs Gop ſoon rendered upon his 
head, and upon the heads of. the men of 

Shechem, ver. 53, 56. 
In a like tumultuous and unlawful man- 
ner was feroboam made King; but, (as 
Gop was pleaſed to permit for the cor- 
rection of a ſinful people) with more, ſuc- 
ceſs. They called him to the congregation, 
and made him King over all Iſrael; there 
was none that Lala the houſe of De: 

| 4 vi 
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vid hut the tribe of Judah only, (1 Kings xii. 
19, 20.) And Iſrael was given up beranſe 
of the ſins of Feroboam, who did ſi, and 
who made Iſrael to ſm, 1 Kings xiv. 16. 

Such Kings of the carth as theſe, were 
the fartheſt that could be from bringing 
any of their honour and glory into the 
kingdom of Gop. Cruelty and idolatry 
are the very marks of Antichriſt, and ſtand 
moſt ditectly oppoſite to the ſpirit and go- 
vernment of that City ſpoken of in our 
1 * | | 
3. Some were made Kings by the Pe- 
tial providence of Gob, or by the lawful 
ointment and choice of men. 43 

David and Solomon ate known inſtances 
of a ſpecial over ruling providence, in di- 
recting the Crown to be ſet upon their 
heads. And if the [/raehres had kept to 


that conſtitution of things, which was gi- 


ven them by Moſes, their Kings ought all 
to have been anointed, according to ſome 
notifications from Heaven. Sce Deuter. 
xvii. 14, 15. 18979 | 

Kings that are thus ſet up by remarkable 
directions of providence, ſhew the peculiar 
favour of Gop to ſuch a people. Bleſſed 
be the Lox thy Gop, who delighted in 
thee, to ſet thee on his Throne, to be King 
for the Lokb thy Gon. Becauſe Gob lov- 
e Utael; therefore made he Thee King 
HR B 2 over 
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over chem, to do Juſtice and judgment, 
2 * B. ne 

Some Kings alſo, were regularly "Gxed 
on their Thrones, by the prudent manage- 
ment of wiſe and good men. Thus Joa 
the Son of Ahaziah was made King, by 
the wiſe conſultations of Fehojada with 
the chief captains, and with the Levites, 
and with the chief of the Fathers of IV 
rael. It is thereupon recorded, that they 
brought out the King's ſon, and put upon 
him the Crown, and gave him the ve 
257 and made him King; and fehojada and 

5 


ſons anointed him, and ſaid, Gon ſave 
the King, 2 Chron. xxiii. 1, 2, 11. 


To all this it muſt be added ; that the 
word King is ſometimes applied to Rulers 
of Cities, or of ſmall Provinces. So we 
og) of the Kings of Eaom; (Gen. xxxvi. 

1.) and of the Kings of Ai, and Feri- 
5 and other towns in the land of Ca- 
naan: (Joſh. x. 1, Oc.) And of King A- 
grippa, and Herod, and the like. We 
have alſo the name of King given to 
thoſe, who ruled over the largeſt territo- 
ries, and had the greateſt extent of domi- 


nion: Such as Aria, and Babylon, and 
Perſia, and Grecia. Dan. viii. 20, 21. 


So that upon the whole, we may un- 
derſtand by Kings of the earth, Rulers of 
cities and provinces, and alſo, of empires 

and 


. 
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and of ſeveral united kingdoms. And however 
bad the characters of thoſe here mention'd 
might be, yet one would hope that ſome 
of all + ranks, will be included in the 
words of our text, when all the ſaved 


nations ſhall be VOUS into the king- 
dom of glory. 


II. we are next to enquire, how the 
Kings of this earth may be ſaid 7o bring 
their glory into the heavenly City? 

Some have thought, that this text muſt 
refer to a proſperous ſtate of the church 
in this world, becauſe there will be no 
ſuch thing as receiving earthly Kings un- 
der that character, into the heavens. The 
forms of government, which now con- 
ſtitute them Kings, all paſs away at the 
appearance of the Son of Gop from hea- 
ven. And it muſt be allowed that no 
earthly glory can be carried into the wpper 
world, after the ſame manner in which 
it now appears.' The glory of Kings, as 
well as other men, when they come into 
the regions of the bleſſed, muſt be a glory 
that heaven gives, and not a glory they 
can claim or furniſh out for themſclves. 

But notwithſtanding this, the Kings of 
the carth may be ſaid to carry a glory 
with them, as well as to have a glory 
conferr'd upoy them, in the following re- 
Leak | a I. As 
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I. As chat which. was cher 00 and 
greateſt glory on this earth, abides with 
them, if they are ſaved, in the heavenly 


. 

hat I call their greateſt glory, is the 
character they have for righteouſneſs and 
goodneſs; with the ſenſible effects of 
theſe, in that peace and joy they diffuſe to 
all about them. Theſe may be carried 
into the heavens, and will be the higheſt 
glory of all that come there. 

The preſent robes and crowns of Kings, 
with all the enſigns of power and ſtate 
that are carried before them, will be dropt 
when they leave this earth; and in that 
vety day their breath departs, the thou = 
of theſe things per:zſh. But that which 
their principal honour, in poſſeſſing — 
Iy diadems, will ſtill accompany mem to 
their throne in the heayens. 

Outward Ornaments would little affed 
the minds of wiſe men, though never ſo 
- ſplendid and glittering, were it not for 
ſome recommending perſonal qualities in 
thoſe that wear them, 750 which they en- 
gage the eſteem and hearts of beholders. 
It is the virtues and graces of crowned 
heads, that make their honours ſit well 
—_ them : And if bote good diſpoſi - 

tions 
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tions be truly chriſtian, they will ſuit as 
well the heavenly glory, as they do any 
ſtate of greatneſs and government here on 
Righteouſneſs and goodneſs ſhine out 
moſt perfectly in heaven, without diſguiſe, 
and without allays. So that where theſe 
have been the luſtre of Kings upon earth, 
in theit exereiſe of juſtice, mercy, bene- 
volence, and a thoughtful humble tem- 
perate uſe of wealth and power, and of 
all their high advantages, theſe are to be 
look d upon as the very ſoul and life of 
their out ward ſplendor and magnificence 3 
and theſe are excellencies as laſting 
and immortal as the Spirits that poſſeſs 
. | 
Again ; that which gives a [luſtre to 
good-Kings, is their ſpreading peace and 
delight to all about them. For to thoſe 
who look upon them with a av: dread, 
and with the apprehenſions of Tyranny, 
or with any fuſtiy-occaſion d ſowrneſs and 
reſentment, their appendages of honour 
become either mere trifles, or high provo- 
cations to wiſh and ſeek their ruin. 
So that whether people diſcern the per- 
ſonal virtues of good Kings or not, tis ne- 
vertheleſs true in fact, that the bleſſings 
which make their ſubjects joyful, flow 
from ſuch good diſpoſitions ; and tis ow- 
Ty 4 ing 
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to theſe "bleſſings, and to ſome ap- 
pe. he Po of the good qualities of thoſe 
by whoſe means we enjoy them, that 
their outward pomp becomes ſtriking and 
honourable. 

We may therefore repeat it, that the 
excellencies of righteouſneſs and goodneſs, 
will be carried from one world to the 
other; and there the happy effects of them, 
peace and joy, ſpread through all the bliſs- 


Ful region. 


2; Thoſe things which are now counted 

the glory of Kings, by their mere out ſide 
admirers, will, after a more exalted man- 
ner, be found in heaven. 
Hence it is that the Scripture all along 
deſcribes the kingdom and glory of CHa iST 
above, by the greateſt and moſt pleaſing 
things of this lower world. We read, 
therefore, of crowns and victorious palms; 
of ſhining garments, ſplendid .retinues, 
and treaſures that nothing can corrupt or 
ſteal away; of ſumptuous feaſts, and har- 
monious conſorts of muſick; and above all, 
there will be the moſt glorious countenan- 
ces, and forms of body; and no night or 
ſhade, no diſorder or interruption to ſpoil 
any. of the entertainments of that ſtate and 
Kingdom. | 


But 


CY 
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But let it be ſeriouſly conſidered, that we 
are caution d to underſtand theſe things in 
a more exalted ſenſe, than to imagine they 
are the ſame with preſent periſhing and 
ſenſual enjoyments. For eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
» Wl heart: of man, the things which Gop hath 
: prepared for them that love him, 1 Cor. ii, 9, 
* CROWNS there are, but not of ſuch ma- 
terials as the fading crowns of this carth; 
for they are called. crowns. of life, and 
crowns that fade not away. They are alſo 
crowns of righreonfneſs, that have no in- 
juſtice or corruption either 9aking way for 
them, or in any wiſe attending them. 

In the heavenly City there are ſhining 
gar ments; but not like thoſe which tarniſh, 
and wear away, as the richeſt carthly Veſ. 
ments do: No; they are robes of ſubſtan- 
tial zght, and immortality. Revel. vii. 13. 

There are ſplendid 'Retinues: But they 
are ſuch as are waſh'd from all the defile. 
ments of this ſenſual life; and they are 
before the throne of. Gor, and -ſerve him 
day and night in his temple, Revel. vii. 
14, 15. 22 
There alſo are freaſures, that deſerve 
the name of ſubſtance, never waſting, or 
taking wing, as carthly riches do, which 
fly away, For the ſake of thoſe treaſures 
above, ſome have counted it as nothing to 
I. OY 2 r 
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. the Lamb that is in the midſt of the throne 
ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto 


wipe away all tears from their Cara Revel. 


of Gop, and the ſong of the Lams. That 


 * 
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be ſpoiled of the beſt earthly goods, know- 
ing in themſetves that they had a better and 
more enduring ſubſtance in heaven, Heb, 
X. 34. ; 

There is an everlaſting feſtival, and the 
greateſt abundance. Not furniſh'd with 
our groſs and dulling foods, or with our 
intoxicating dtinks, and ſurfeiting delicacics ; 
but with the delightful products of the 
tree of life, which yields both various fruits, 
and healing leaves, (Revel. xxii. 2.) And 


living fountains of waters, and Gop ſhall 


Vil. 17. 


Thus we read of the entertainments of 
miſick ; both the ſweeteſt voices, and fineſt 
inſtruments: But the matter of their ſongs, 
and the compaſs of their harmony, infinite- 
ly tranſcends all carthly compoſitions and 
conſorts. There are thoſe” that fand on 
the ſea of glaſs, having the harps of Gov ; 
and 1400 7 mg the ſong of Moſes the ſervant 


is, the ſong of the Satin of the world, 
the giver of laws and ordinances, and the 
deſtroyer of his enemies: To which is ad- 
ded a ſong to redeeming love, and to the 
honour of everlaſting grace and ſalvation : 
The burden of which, in their full chorus, 


ſtands 
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ſtands thus; Great and marvellous are thy 
Works, Lord Gop Almighty, juſt and true 
are thy Ways, thou King of Kant, ! Who 
ſball not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name? For thou only art holy. All nations 
ſhalt come and wor ſhip before thee, for thy 
judgments are made manifeſt, Revel. xv. 3, 4. 
Something there will be, in the City 
above, that ſhall anſwer to things of this 
nature, which make the glory of Kings 
here on catth. Tho' nothing groſs, or de- 
filing, or periſhing, can be carried into the 
heavenly ſtate ; yet all that is ſubſtantially 
entertaining will be found thete: That is, 
there will be honour, plenty, harmony, 
and moſt delightful attendance and compa- 
: ny, and all in perfection. | 
Once more; there will every thing re- 
ceive its higheſt advantage, from the glo- 
rious countenance and lovely form that the 
human body ſhall put on. As the bodies 
| themſelves, in which good Kings liv'd and 
reign'd upon carth, ſhall be raiſed from the 
grave, and enter into the heavens ; ſo may 
they be accompanied by the raiſcd bodies of 
others; and in a qualified ſenſe, a glory may 
be carried from the duſt of the earth, thro' 
the regions of the sky, to the celeſtial Pa. 
radiſe. But the glory of a reſurrection body 
will be ſomething unſpeakably different 
from what theſe mortal bodies are capable 
n 8 
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of receiving. For. CHRIST ſhall change our 
vile body, That it may be faſhion'd like his 
glorious body, according to the working, 
whereby he is able to ſubdue all rugs unto 
himſelf, Phil. iv. 21. 
_ Conceive now, of a human body refined, 
and fitted to enter into the regions of im. 
mortality; and then whatever entertain- 
ments are ſuited to ſuch bodies, may alſo 
be admitted into thoſe realms of 76% But 
let us take care to form all our thoughts of 
bodily enjoyments according to that' Purity 


and perfection that may ſuit CHAIR and a 
glorified body. 


3. The Kings of the earth may be ſaid to 
bring their glory into the City above, to 
ſignify that the glory of Heaven will be a 
united, and moſt enlarged glory. | 

There will not only be the regalià and 
attendance of one King, but of a// ſaved 
Kings, and of them that are ade ſuch in 
the upper world, unzting their honour and 
glory. Where each will be ſeen paſling to, 
and ſhining in his diſtin manſin; whillt 
miniſtring "Angels guide and attend every 
one whom Gop chus delights to honour. 

The great Throne of the REDEEMER 
ſtands diſtinguiſh'd, by having a Rainbow 
over it, in ſight like unto an Emerald; the 
| beauteous {ymbol of a ſaving covenant. 


3 Round 


by the CoxoOnaTION, Oc. 21 
Round this, are placed four and twent y 


feats , and on thoſe, four and twenty elders, 


with crowns of pure gold on their heads, 
Rev. iv. 3, 4. | | 

We read alſo of Thrones for the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt, to judge the tribes of 1/7ael. 
When the Son of man ſhall ſit in the throne 
of his glory, ye alſo ſhall fit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael, 
Matt. xix. 28. . 

Again, St. Zohn tells us, that together 
with the ſealed thouſands of Iſrael, there 
was a great multitude which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, all clothed with white 
robes, and Palms in their hands, Revel. 


vii. begin. 


The attendants on the great throne, and 
the meſſengers ſent thro' all the heavenly 
manſions, are innumerable. The number of 
the Angels round about the throne, was ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands 
of thouſands, Rev. v. 11. 

Let Faith, not fancy; that Faith I mean 
that realizes its objects, now carry you in- 
to a fixed contemplation, of ſo many 
crowns and nations, and glorious Angels in 
the Heavens; and you will ſoon be loſt in 
devotional wonder and rapture, to think of 
the ſplendors of that City above, where 
all honours and glories ſhall be thus united 
and appear together. . If 
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11 + ati be ſo much entertainment and 
herds: as is now the ſubject of all con- 
verſation, to ſee one King and Queen in 
their glory, with the attendance and ſtate 
of one nation only; what would it be to 
ſee a King of every nation upon earth move 
in one great proceſſion} What a pleaſing 
and unwearied attention would there be, 
to ſee a variety of Kings with their ſeveral 

guards, and nobility, and officers of ſtate, 
and their different regalia, all.plag'd in the 
moſt advantageous order from firſt to laſt, and 
ſhewing their different forms and degrees 
of honour and magnificence? Yet, all this 
would fall vaſtly ſhort of repreſenting: the 

glory of that City above, where there is a 
collection of all the crowned heads that are 
fit to live and reign for ever, with-all the 
honour that Heaven ir ſelf is capablc of ad. 
e or Wee ed | 


5 Kings: may be ſaid to biing thei: 
glory and honour into the 6 City, 
when thoſe that have enjoy d the privileg: 
of the Goſpel by their means, and have been 
ſaved in atteuding to it under their pro. 
tection and wiſe adminiſtration, ſhall glorif) 
Gop on their account. 

As the Miniſters of Religion, are encou- 
22ged to hope for a peculiar ſhare in thc 


honours of the e r word, when 2. 
1 at 
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by the” CORONATION, Ec. 23 
that were won over to Gop and ways of 
Picty by their miniſtrations, 2 be their 
crown and rejoycing ; ſo will there be a ve- 
ry great glory reflected from thence, on 
wile and pious Rulers and Princes, who 
once were the encouragers and protectors 
of ſuch miniſtrations, and the watchful 


guardians of ſincere, 3 and devout 
Chriſtians. 
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tions being judg'd as nat ions, or appearing 


(and therefore providence orders their re- 
wards and puniſhments, as national, to be in 
this world;) yet we may very fitly and 
juſtly conceive of an encreaſing glory, to 
thoſe who have uſed their Rule and Porto- 
er on earth aright, as well as to them that 
have improved other talents. In propor- 
tion to every truſt, repoſed by the great 
Lord, ſuch will the reward be upon a due 
diſcharge of it, He that was faithful in im- 
proving his pound, ſo as to gain ten pounds, 
WH is rewarded with an authority over Zen Ci- 
ties: And he that improved his pound to 
„e pounds, is ſet over * Cities, Luke 
1 xix. 16, 17. 

| A wiſe and good reign on earth, may 
u thus be rewarded with better and larger 
dominions in the Heavens. Many may be 
ere Sorttyin Gop to all eternity, on ac- 
| Count 


E 


For tho' we ate not to conceive of na- 


in their preſent form in another world; 


W 
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count of religious and well diſpoſed Princes 
in whoſe reign they liv d. 


III. Let us now apply what has been ſaid 
to our preſent circumſtances: in the manner 
following. 

I. From the account given of Kings of 

the earth, we ſhould be inſtructed to adore 
a kind providence, that has fixed the Crown 
of this kingdom upon the head of aKinc, 
made by the lawful appointment, and 2 
F his people. 

It is a very great and unſpeakable mercy 
to be ſaved from thoſe, that by forcible 
and violent methods would make themſelves 
Kings; or by the unlawful combinations of 
others would ſeize the Crown. What in- 
vading of property, and deſtruction of li- 
berty, and what ſcenes of blood miuſt there 
be, to ſet up a King in an unlawful way! 
Not only the hiſtory” of Iſrael, but all o- 
ther hiſtories, give us terrible accounts of 
ſuch proceedings. 

This ſhould teach us to value our preſent 
mercy, and be very thankful to Gop for it, 
that we have had one King after another 
ſeated upon the Throne of Great. Britain, 
by legal ſettlements, and by the delightful 
choice of a free people. How merciful was 
it, when all our privileges, civil and ſacred, 


were in the 2 danger, that divine Pro- 
. vidence 


by the Cor onaTioN, Oc. 25 
vidence ſhould point out an expedient for 
aur preſervation which laſts from one gene- 
tation to another? That Princes of contra- 
ry. minds, with the wiſeſt and greateſt men 
in this nation, ſhould by repeated acts of 
ee denter in a chen diſtant family? 


That this family was happily planted a- 


mongſt us, and hath taken root hete, and 
is natural iz d, and become as one of our on 
and that, like the houſe of Dauid, it has 


ſtill been growing ſtronger and ſtronger, 


While the houſes of its enemies are grow- 
ing weaker and weaker. 
- How happy is it for us, that after the 
death of the FIRST wiſe and powerful King 
of this houſe, the Crown is now ſect upon 
the head of a SECOND in peace, and with 
increaſing glory; and the kingdom eſta- 
bliſh'd in his hand, by all that laws, and 
affection, and treaſures can do, to ſecure 
and improve the happy ſettlement. 
It is a Vaſt Event; big with every thing, 
that may ſerve to humble the enemies _ 
our: Religion, and Conſtitution ; and pro 
miſing every thing (if our ſins and follics 
prevent not) that may-unite and ſtrengthen 
the hearts and intereſts of Proteſtants, in 
the beſt er, and to enen gene- 
rations. a ot ; [ 
It is no ſmall advantage” and encourage- 


ment to our Sovereign, that a QUEEN of 
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ſuch principles, and of ſuch a temperꝭ. and 
conduct as her preſent Majeſty ſits by his 
ſide ; and that ſo many promiſing Deſcen. 
dants follow after them, Ae are taught 
to tread in their. ſteps. {7 Gin ein: 
All. this calls for the 3 grateful ac- 
knowledgments, and adorations of the di- 
vine  gogdneſs, on our part, Who Were of- 
ten ſadly fill d with ern An quite 
E's 3 hl bus 
NN e 01 4 $3 
2. We may conclude, that crowned 
heads are then in he Way to carry their 
700 to the heavenly City, when they TRULY 
it unto the. Circ of LO "_ on 


{Princes that KY their. 8 . 
virtues Which ſhall ſurvive death, and in 
diffuſing. that peace, and joy, and goodneſs, 
which ſhall make their dominions, Here re- 
ſemble. thoſe ' alave, may piouſly hope to 
reign in both worlds. Such may promiſe 
themſelves to ſhine amongſt thoſe Kings of 
the earth, that bring their chief glory and 
honour into the evexlaſting kingdom of 
their Lord and Saviour, Then will un- 
ſpeakably greater gloties be conferr'd on 
them, than any they have at preſent, as a 
reward for their having once been the ꝙꝓro 
tectors and promoters of the faith and o- 
bedience of the Goſpel. Then will na 
4 2 | n 
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d find their full account in having maintain'd 
is the rights of all the fineere, tho "deſpiſed 
1 1 (CHRIST Y Es us 44: 
it Wet tuen not ſatisfy tinſelva; in car- 
rying the enſigns of their dominion with 
external pomp into: the Temple of GoD; but 
let true religion poſſeſs their hearts, and 
b draw forth their regards to all that love our 
c WW Lot JESUS Cuxisr H; ſo ſhall their name 
become a praiſe throughout the ue 
earth, and they ſhall have a glory when 
they leave this earth, that will follow after 
them. Let them judge the people: with 
righteouſneſs, and ſave the ſou + of- the 
needy, and redeem. their life from deceit 
and violence, aud count: their blood precious 
in their fight : (Palm Hxii. 2, 13, 14.) 
And then it follows, they ſball live, and 
„ to them ſball be given of the gold of She- 
1423 prayer alſo ſpall be made for them con- 
Wl tinuilly;' and daily ſpall they be praiſed. To 
which 1 may add; that works of judgment 
| and/mercy ſhall follow hone, and vent 
| hall they be reward. 
| Ur cir N ty 14 4 | 
3. From what hos; bees aid, We may 
take occaſion 10 think , the honour and 
advancement of all ſincere Chriſtians, thro 
Ixsus CHRIST. He hath: made us Kings 
eee unto Gop and his 5 Father, . 
i. Grand: v. 10 
Wee bi | Chriſta 
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| "Chriſtianity advanceth us to royal honours | / 
6 


and privileges, and to offer our own facri- 
fices unto Go. Thoſe that now take up 
their Cros for Chtiſt, Me it a Croſs of af 
flickion and mortiſication, tho it be not the 
Croſs of Perfecurion,) hall ee 1 
vanced to reign with him, 
The ttue Chriſtian is caught to vale, 
where it is moſt difficult to do fo, That 
js, to rule his on appetites, paſſions, and 
temper. And he That ruleth his ſpirit, was 
thing always admired, tho Chriſt only 
has taught men effectually to do this. Such 
an one is counted better than he ther. Tak. 
Pet's u, Prov. xvi! 32 
The rule over a man's ſelf vaſtly tran- 
ſcends' all othet tule and dominion in this 
world: Becauſe, it is the hardeſt to ſet 
about, and thoroughly to reſolve upon; it 
is all effected by a man's own judgment and 
rare, not by the help or politicks of others; 
it is the governing a nature that is corrupt: 
ed, and not only reſtraining” external ac- 
tions and appearances; and it is a dominion 
that breaks the force of the moſt powerful 
and copfederate' auuerſuries: He that rules 
himfelf aright, vanquiſhes the power of Jn 
"OE world, "ahd the- cuil. enn 
For ſuch as theſe, à Croum is laid up. 
7 hav? fought the good fight; (faith St. Paul) 
4 9 0 Jmiſhed my courſe, I have- kept the 
5 | 4 
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favth 5 hence furth there is laid up. for me 
4 crown ef rig bicauſuaſs, which, the Lonn 
the righteous Judge ſhall 
day; and 107 — but to all them al. 
e that love his appear 


give me at that 


mg, 2 Tim. iv. 2, 8. 
St. James ſays, the man 3s blefſed that en- 
dureth temptations; far when he is tried he 
receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord bath promiſed to tbem that love bim, 
(Jami. 12.) And he that hath all the 
crowns and honours of the other world at 
his diſpoſal, ſays, Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of. hife, 
Revel. id 10. 
Again; the victorious Chriſtian is alſured 
of a Throne. To bim that overcometh, the 
glorified Redeemer ſays, will I grant to ſit 
with' me on my throne (alluding to the ſpa- 
cions thrones of the eaſtern Kings) even as 
J alſe overcame, and am ſat down with 
12. Father on his throne, Revel. iii. 21. 
Further; chat (ach expreſſions may not 
pals off with us, for empty names of things, 
thoſe who axe ſaved by CnRisr are alſo 
ſaid to inherit a kingdom: (Matth. xxv. 34.) 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
king dom 83 for ew before the foun- 
dation of the world. 
Theſe are not falſe or rained repreſen- 
dations of our future happineſs, but promi- 


{es that ſhall certainly be made good to all 
Nn ſincere 


fincete believers. * Thoſe that are daſt out 


Dith him in his glory. They ſhall not on- 
' hen ce, o N "the Chriſtian ſcheme of 


It is gradually advanced to the higheſt glory 


A 3 that is every * fitted to make 
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of the dignities and honours of this world, 
may yet rejoyce in hope that they Wall be 
great in the Kingdom of Gop. It does not 
yet appear what good men ſhall” be, under 
their preſent diſguiſes and diſadvantages: 
But when CHRIS, the bleſſed and only po- 
tentate, ſhall ap pear, they ſhall alſo apprar 


ly ſtand by, as ſpectators; but ſhall be made 
partakets or his — and W 


In the laf place We may earn, from 


happineſs and ſalvation. 

Here we have an account of the compaC. 
ſion ſhewn to our nature in its loweſt, moſt 
humbled and miſerable Rate, from whence 


and felicity. It is aſtoniſhing, to begin with 
minds ſo dark and perverſe, ſo broken and 
diforder'd,' and upon the very brink of hell; 
and there to ſhine in upon them, and win 
them with goodneſs, and fetch them to or- 
der, and by degrees bring them to lo 
in heaven. It is yet more aſtoniſhing to 
take a clod of earth (as the human body is) 
and brighten it to a far, yea in ſome in- 
ſtances to make it ſhine like the ſun in the 
kingdom of our Father. This raiſes us to 


men 


h the CORONATION, Sc. 31 
men good, in ordet to their {becoming 
cvcrlaftingly reat and Happy. . 

On the other hand, it is a certain mark 
akin vicious, moſt degenerate, and diabo- 
lical, Spirit, for. any to: pleaſe themſelves 
or others in ſinking and debaſing the human 
nature; ito ſet it upon a level with bees.and 
horſes, and to uſe it as if it were capable 
of no--higher ſervices or ſatisfactions than 
the heute creature. b 

Let who will run into this helliſh dege- 
neracy and abuſe: of their own'nature,.'We 
that profeſs to believe and truſt the Goſpel, 
ſhould abhor all attempts of ſuch'a kind: 
In oppoſition thereto, we ſhould glory and 

rtiumph, that our Souls are declared by him 
who beſt knew them, to be worth more 
than all this material world in the ſight of 
GoD. By a diligent. uſe of the capacities 
with which Gop has endow'd them, they 
may ſhine in places of diſtinction upon 
earth, or may ſhine 1 in the heights of glory 
above. It is the uſe and improvement of the 
powers of thought, that makes men as dif- 
ferent from one another, as ſome men are 
from brutes now, and as different as An- 
gels and Devils hereafter. 

It is Grace whoſe height and depth, and 
| length and breadth, may well be ſaid to 
paſs knowledge, that a race ſo contcmptible 
ſhould be railed to ſuch conliderarion 1 in the 
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@cition-of Gat: dend that he whow 
Head of of all the fed work wa oe 
_ Kngbc:lovet tac. that our preſent na- 
tut ib capable of, nh and. dafſolution, 
and hen from ꝝ grave that he ſhould lift up 
kihead and aſcend to glory. . 
To chink of che : Diftintions made, by 
mens believing this ſcheme; or nejeciong it, 
is matter of awful wonder; and if we fall 
in with them that are ſaued, it will be to 
us tlie Ocraſiom of boundleſs. aui endleſs 
praiſc. I with to Gm, chat this very con- 
{idexatidn may excite 1 benbming boncern; 
afida timely concern im alk of us to be 
amonge icht nuinber f thoſe that ;thall 


bring their glory and honour into the Cty, 
and Kingdorn of CnRIsH above. Had. ol: - 
Jo 14 113 24 * kB 1-473 1 2 9 f 


2512] 1 bin te glory and ae fore 
N52 N c Amen.... 
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